Dances with Wolves- Student Journal Assignment

Day 1 Questions

1. Why did John Dunbar leave the field hospital and later ride out into the field in front of enemy soldiers? 

2. John was given transport to any station he desired. Why did he choose the post he did?

3. Who went with John Dunbar to the West frontier? What was he like?

4. What was the condition of his post at Fort Sedgwick when Dunbar arrived?

5. What does he discover as he cleans up the post and goes to fetch water? What might this mean?

Day 2 Questions

1. Why do the children steal Dunbar's horse?

2. Why are the Indians hesitant to kill a white man?

3. Why does Dunbar go to the Indian village the first time?

4. What were the first gifts Dunbar gives the Indians?

5.  How did the tribal leaders react when Dunbar came to the tribe with the woman?

Day 3 Questions 
1. What did Dunbar do that helped gain the respect of the Indians?

2. What did Wind in his Hair and Dunbar do with the buffalo Dunbar killed?

3. What trade does Dunbar make with Wind in his Hair?

4. Why is Dunbar given the name Dances with Wolves?

5. Why does Dances with Wolves (Dunbar) want to join his Sioux friends in a War Party against the Pawnee?

Day 4 Questions

1.How did the white girl Christine get the name Stands with a Fist?

2. What does Dances with Wolves finally get Two Socks to do?

3. Why does Dances with Wolves provide the Sioux with guns to protect their village from Pawnee attack even though military regulations would not have allowed it?

4. How did Dances with Wolves see the battle to protect the Sioux village from a Pawnee attack as different from the other battles he'd fought in the past?

5. Why do the people of the Sioux village see the match between Dances with Wolves and Standing with a Fist as a good one?

Day 5 Questions

1.What does Dances with Wolves  go back to Fort Sedgewick to get?

2. What happened when he arrived back at the Fort?

3. Why did the soldiers shoot Two Socks?

4.Why did Dances with Wolves and Stands with a Fist leave the Sioux village?

5. What does the movie tell us happened to the Sioux people 13 years after the end of this fictional story?

