


The Spanish Conquest “was the greatest 

event in the history of the world.”

Karl Marx



Hernando Cortes

“Queme Los Barcos!”BURN THE BOATS!

Uhhh… did he say 
BURN THE 

BOATS?

Well played Cortes…. 

Well played.

“gombarsworld” 
for all your US 
History needs.



Would you consider Cortez “burning 

the boats” as the sign of a crazy man 

or something that was characteristic 

of a great leader?



Malinche, a slave fluent in Maya and 

Aztec, served as interpreter for the 

conqueror Hernando Cortés. 

The American Colonies Emerge

Spain establishes an 

American empire, 

devastating native 

populations. England 

forces the Dutch from 

North America and 

establishes thirteen 

colonies.
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Section 1

Spain’s Empire in 
the Americas
Throughout the 1500s and 1600s, the Spanish 

conquer Central and portions of North America.
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The Spanish Claim a New Empire

Cortés Subdues the Aztec

• Conquistadors (conquerors)—Spanish 

explorers, seek gold, silver 

• 1519 Hernándo Cortés leads army into 

Americas, claims land for Spain 

• Cortés founds Mexico City, New Spain

Spain’s Empire in the Americas1

SECTION

Cortes
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Spanish Pattern of Conquest

• Spanish settlers mostly men, called 

peninsulares; marry native women

• Mestizo—person of mixed Spanish and Native 

American ancestry

The Spanish Claim a New Empire
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The Conquistadors Push North

Other Countries Explore North America
• England, France, Netherlands sponsor voyages in 

1500s and 1600s

1

SECTION

Exploring Florida
• Juan Ponce de León discovers and names La 

Florida (1513)

• Pedro Menéndez de Avilés expels French, founds 

St. Augustine (1565)

Settling the Southwest
• Francisco Vásquez de Coronado  expedition to 

Southwest

• Pedro de Peralta  helps found Santa Fe, NM 
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Resistance to the Spanish

Conflict in New Mexico
• Priests convert many Native Americans, try to 

suppress their culture

1

SECTION

Popé’s Rebellion
• Pueblo religious leader Popé heads uprising in 

New Mexico (1680)

• Pueblo destroy Spanish churches, execute 

priests, force Spanish out

• Spanish armies regain area 14 years later
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List 10 qualities that you think 

make an effective leader?



Section 2

An English Settlement 
at Jamestown
The first permanent English settlement in 

North America is founded at Jamestown, 

Virginia, in 1607.
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English Settlers Struggle in North America

The Business of Colonization
• Joint-stock companies—investors fund colony, 

get profits

• In 1607, Virginia Company sends 150 people to 

found Jamestown in honor of King James.

An English Settlement 
at Jamestown

2

SECTION

NEXT

A Disastrous Start
• Colonists seek gold, suffer from disease and 

hunger

• John Smith forces colonists to farm; gets help 

from Powhatan people 

• (1609) 600 colonists arrive; Powhatan destroy 

farms; “starving time”
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English Settlers Struggle in North America

2

SECTION

NEXT

“Brown Gold” and Indentured Servants
• Tobacco becomes profitable… saves Jamestown

• Headright system—purchaser of passage gets 50 

acres—lures settlers

• Indentured servants— work 4–7 years for passage

Continued . . .
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The English Pattern of Conquest
• English do not live or intermarry with Native Americans

• How did this differ from the Spanish pattern of 

conquest?

The Settlers Clash with Native Americans

2

SECTION

NEXT

The Settlers Battle Native Americans
• Continued hostilities between Powhatan and English 

after starving time

• 1614 marriage of Pocahontas and John Rolfe creates 

temporary peace

• Renewed fighting; king makes Virginia royal colony

under his control
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English Settlers Struggle in North America

The First African Laborers
• First Africans arrive (1619); treated as 

indentured servants

• Late 1600s, owners begin importing costly slaves because

- indentured population decreases

- colony becomes wealthy

2

SECTION

NEXT
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NEXT

Economic Differences Split Virginia

Hostilities Develop
• Former indentured people settle frontier, 

cannot vote, pay high taxes

• Frontier settlers battle natives; tension between 

frontier, wealthy 

• Governor refuses to give money to help frontier 

fight local natives

2

SECTION

Bacon’s Rebellion
• Nathaniel Bacon raises army to fight natives 

on frontier (1676)

• Governor calls Bacon’s army illegal; Bacon sets 

fire to Jamestown

• sets the tone for taxation without representation
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These people are of mixed 

Spanish-Indian ancestry.

He led the Spanish explorers 

who conquered the Aztecs.

This Pueblo religious leader 

led a rebellion against the 

Spanish that

drove them out of New Mexico 

for fourteen years.

Popé

conquistadores

Hernándo Cortés

mestizos



The initial failure of Jamestown happened 

primarily because settlers directed most of 

their energy toward

a. clearing land.

b. worshiping God.

c.  trading with the Powhatan.

d. searching for gold and other riches.



Which of the following turned Jamestown into a 

profitable enterprise?

a. gold

b. Corn

c. timber

d. tobacco



To encourage settlers to come to Jamestown, 

the headright system offered them

a. land.

b. employment.

c. profit-sharing.

d. passage to Virginia.



NEXT

Section 3

Puritan New England
English Puritans come to North America, beginning in 

1620.
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Puritans Create a “New England”

Puritans and Pilgrims

• Puritans, religious group, want to purify 

Church of England

• Separatists, including Pilgrims, form 

independent congregations

• In 1620, Pilgrims flee to escape 

persecution, found Plymouth Colony

Puritan New England3
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I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the 

Republic for which it stands, one 

Nation under God, indivisible, with 

liberty and justice for all.



In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ I will begin 
this day. I thank you, Lord, for having preserved 
me during the night. I will do my best to make all 
I do today pleasing to You and in accordance with 
Your will. My dear mother Mary, watch over me 
this day. My Guardian Angel, take care of me. St. 
Joseph and all you saints of God, pray for me.



We have awoken, and all of creation has awoken, for 

Allah, Lord of all the Worlds. Allah, I ask You for the best 

the day has to offer, victory, support, light, blessings and 

guidance; and I seek refuge in You from the evil in it, and 

the evil to come after it.

http://us.cnn.com/2015/09/03/politics/kentucky-clerk-same-sex-marriage-kim-davis/index.html
http://us.cnn.com/2015/09/03/politics/kentucky-clerk-same-sex-marriage-kim-davis/index.html
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SECTION

Dissent in the Puritan Community

The Founding of Providence

• Roger Williams—extreme Separatist 

minister with controversial views

• In 1636 he founds colony of Providence

Anne Hutchinson Banished

• Anne Hutchinson teaches church, 

ministers are unnecessary

• Hutchinson banished 1638; family, 

followers leave colony
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NEXT

Section 4

Settlement of the 
Middle Colonies

The Dutch settle New Netherland; English 

Quakers led by William Penn settle Pennsylvania.
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NEXT

The Dutch Found New Netherland

A Diverse Colony

• In 1621, the Dutch West India Company colonizes 

New Netherland

• Settlers from other European countries and Africa 

welcomed

• Dutch trade for furs with Native Americans

Settlement of the Middle Colonies 4

SECTION

English Takeover

• In 1664, duke of York becomes proprietor (owner) 

of New Netherland

- renames colony New York
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NEXT

4

SECTION

Penn’s “Holy Experiment”

• In 1681, William Penn founds Pennsylvania on 

Quaker principles

• Quakers ideas: social equality, cooperation, religious 

tolerance, pacifism 

• Pennsylvania meant to be a “holy experiment”

- adult males get 50 acres, right to vote

- representative assembly 

- freedom of religion 

- Philadelphia “the city of brotherly love”

The Quakers Settle Pennsylvania

Native American Relations

• Penn treats native people fairly; over 50 years without 

conflict
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